


What a year!
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challenging year for many in our community. | present my most heartfelt condolences if you have
experienced loss this past year and express my optinfag a brighter tomorrow. Thboard of directors

and staff at the Tompkins County Soil and Water Conservation Di@W¢€CDyalue the people in this
community and the environment we all share. | trust that you will find shope for a better tomorrow

in the projects and accomplishments we have had at the SWCD as you read through the pages of this
report.

As 2020 began, th8WCLChad an ambitious workplan that includechplementingbest management
practices for farms, municipalities and local landownemmmunity planning efforts with local agencies,
education/outreach to youth regarding environmental issues and providing a variety of other services. As
we dove into a global pandemic, | prepared for much of that work to be delayed gpesd@itogether.

That was not the case and | commend our enthusiastic, resilient and professional stdffeantdrs for

being able to adapt and get much of our original workplan completed through a challenging year.

You will see the range of services that the SWCRiges to the community as you read through the pages

of this report. The SWCIelped to supporiagricultureby providing cost share assistance for nutrient
storage structures, cover crops for soil health, and barnyard water quality management improvements
We also worked with our municipal partners to provide infrastructure improvements around our roads
and ditches through streambank protection projeeind roadside drainage ditch greening practices (i.e.

¢ hydroseeding, stone check dams, and organierfilg media). Beyond physical implementation projects
the SWCD worked with the community through many online forums to keep our community planning and
education/outreach efforts ongoing.

We encourageveryone tocontinue toreach out with any questions or concerns tlyatu may
have regarding soil and water quality in our county. Our staff and directors are always willing
and eager to help however wean

Conservation Forward!
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